REPORT. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  begs  to  place  on  the  table  a copy 
of  what  will  form  his  second  presentment  to  the  grand  jury  under 
the  provisions  of  the  sanitary  amendment  act.  In  his  first  pre- 
sentment he  selected  for  demolition  or  structural  alteration  certain 
courts  whose  peculiarity  of  construction  had  so  far  attracted  notice 
as  to  form  the  basis  of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  necessity  of 
the  new  law  was  most  clearly  to  be  justified.  In  this,  his  second 
presentment,  he  has  obeyed  the  injunction  of  the  fifth  section  of 
the  act,  which  directs  him  to  inspect  and  report  on  any  premises 
in  or  near  to  any  court  or  alley  where  unusual  disease  exists,  and 
he  has  consequently  been  guided,  in  the  choice  of  the  present 
batch  of  premises,  by  the  results  of  the  fever  mortality  during 
the  last  year.  The  typhus  epidemic  extended,  with  more  or  less 
severity,  into  all  the  lower  districts  of  the  town ; but  there  were 
some  courts  and  streets  in  which  the  number  of  deaths  from  this 
cause  was  pre-eminently  great.  It  must,  however,  in  limine, 
be  admitted  that  fatality  is  not  always  a true  criterion  of  the 
prevalence  of  disease ; for  it  was  observed  in  this,  as  in  some 
other  instances  of  typhus  epidemic,  that  the  death  rate  among  the 
poor  was  very  markedly  inferior  to  what  is  usual  among  the  better 
ranks,  and  also  that  it  varied  largely  in  different  districts  and  in 
the  experience  of  different  practitioners.  But  as  there  are  no 
documents  to  point  out,  with  absolute  correctness,  the  localities  in 
which  non-fatal  typhus  most  abounded — a want  which  the  kind- 
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ness  of  the  vestry  in  supplying  him  with  lists  of  parochial  cases 
of  contagious  disease  will,  as  far  as  the  parish  is  concerned,  in 
future  remove — he  was  of  necessity  obliged  to  depend  on  the 
register  returns.  The  teaching  of  these  returns,  if  not  direct  and 
positive,  is  very  suggestive.  They  show  that  some  places  suffered 
more  fatally  from  disease  than  others  ; and  as  the  moral  and 
social  conditions  of  the  residents  were  very  similar,  they  raise 
the  surmise  that  physical  peculiarities  in  or  about  their  homes 
may  have  had  influence  in  causing  a difference  in  results.  There 
can,  indeed,  he  little  doubt  that  a painstaking  inquiry  into  the 
inner  homes  and  habits  of  the  people  would  prove  the  universal 
truth  of  the  conjecture,  if  due  weight  were  given  to  the  faults  of 
overcrowding,  the  neglect  of  window  ventilation,  the  disregard  of 
personal  cleanliness,  the  emanations  of  filth,  and  the  absence  of 
the  simplest  hygienic  precautions ; hut  at  the  same  time  we  must 
he  neither  surprised  nor  disappointed  to  find  many  exceptions  to 
it  as  a rule,  as  far  as  regards  the  effects  of  structural  arrangement. 
In  other  words,  there  are  many  streets  and  courts  where  sick- 
ness and  death  were  rife,  and  yet  where  structural  defects  were 
not  very  evident. 

1.  As  to  Courts. — There  are  eighteen  courts  of  the  borough 
in  which  typhus  fever  was  supremely  fatal.  In  all  of  them  there 
exists  at  their  entrances,  sides,  or  ends,  and  always  in  near 
proximity  to  inhabited  apartments,  the  common  nuisance  of 
noisome  privies  and  cesspools ; but  in  other  respects  there  is 
little  similitude  in  the  extent  of  apparent  sanitary  evils.  The 
Medical  Officer  found  that  the  courts  No.  16,  Combermere  Street, 
No.  7,  Oakes  Street,  No.  2,  Naylor  Street,  No.  2,  Horatio  Street, 
No.  3,  Cazneau  Street,  No.  6,  Comus  Street,  and  No.  10,  Leeds 
Street,  though  among  the  highest  in  the  death  register  of  fever, 
were  sufficiently  open  and  well  ventilated  to  require  or  justify  no 
structural  alteration  ; while  the  courts  No.  23,  Upper  Frederick 
Street,  No.  17,  Newsham  Street,  No.  4,  Burroughs  Gardens, 
No.  3,  Hare  Place,  Scotland  road,  and  No.  3,  Hodson  Street, 
though  more  narrow  and  enclosed  than  what  is  necessary  for  the 
requirements  of  perfect  health,  were  not  only  above  the  average, 
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in  point  of  structural  position,  of  what  constitute  tlxe  worst 
courts  of  the  town,  but  could  not,  apart  from  the  abolition  of 
their  privies  and  cesspools,  be  improved,  except  by  an  extent  of 
demolition  which  at  present  might  rather  tend  to  increase  the 
mischief  of  overcrowding  in,  than  ameliorate  the  salubrity  of,  those 
several  districts.  The  two  courts  Nos.  10  and  20,  St.  Andrew 
Street,  as  indeed  the  whole  courts  of  that  street,  in  which  typhus 
fever  was  dreadfully  fatal,  are  so  influenced  in  respect  of  their 
healthiness  by  the  public  abattoir  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  the 
Medical  Officer  has  determined  at  some  future  time  to  make  that 
district  the  subject  of  a separate  and  special  presentment.  There 
remain  of  the  eighteen  courts,  four  which  are  very  bad  in  point  of 
structural  arrangement — viz.,  No.  4,  Grenville  Street,  No.  22, 
Naylor  Street,  No.  17,  Blenheim  Street,  and  No.  3,  Crump  Street. 
The  demolition  of  this  latter  court  has  already  been  ordered  by 
the  grand  jury,  and  the  three  others  will  now  form  a part  of  the 
Medical  Officer’s  presentment.  He  has  also  included  the  courts 
No.  25,  Upper  Frederick  Street,  No.  2,  Grenville  Street,  No.  10, 
Collingwood  Street,  Nos.  2 and  4,  Combermere  Street,  Nos.  15, 19, 
and  21,  Blenheim  Street,  No.  6,  Naylor  Street,  and  No.  6,  Gladstone 
Street,  being  all  of  them  of  very  bad  construction,  and  situate  in 
streets  where  fever  was  mortally  prevalent.  The  presentment 
thus  includes  thirteen  separate  .courts  in  different  parts  of  the 
borough. 


2.  As  to  Streets. — The  list  of  streets  in  which  typhus  was 
most  fatal  is  contained  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Beport ; 
but  here  again,  unfortunately,  there  will  not  always  be  found  that 
consectaneous  parallelism  which  sanitary  science  is  apt,  a priori, 
to  assume  as  invariably  existing  between  the  amount  of  epidennc 
sickness  and  that  overcrowding  of  premises  on  restricted  super- 
ficial area  which  is  one  of  its  chief  and  most  common  physical 
causations. 

Kew  Street  stands  the  highest  in  the  death  register  of  fever,  yet 
it  has  an  open  area  of  36  feet  in  width ; and  most  of  its  front 
houses,  at  least  on  the  north  side,  have  small  self-contained  yards, 
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with  proper  conveniences.  Its  courts  also,  though  generally  nar- 
rowed at  their  entrances  by  privies  and  middens,  are  tolerably 
open  at  their  ends  ; and  the  houses  in  these  courts,  with  the 
exception  of  No.  11  court,  are  in  very  good  and  cleanly  repair. 
In  the  courts,  Nos.  4,  6,  and  8,  the  drainage  is  not  sufficient.  It 
occasionally  happens  that  in  some  courts  of  the  borough,  where 
there  are  only  privies  at  the  entrance,  the  drain,  as  in  the  above 
instances,  does  not  extend  through  the  whole  length  of  the  court, 
and  thus  the  cellar  areas  are  apt  to  retain  stagnant  water  which, 
mixed  with  vegetable  garbage,  gives  rise  to  the  miasm  predis- 
posing to  diarrhoea  and  fever.  The  Medical  Officer  is  not  pre- 
pared to  suggest  any  structural  alteration  in  the  houses  or  courts 
of  this  street. 

There  are  three  other  streets  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  Kcw  Street  in  which  the  deaths  from  typhus  were  very  nume- 
rous, viz.,  Newsham  Street,  Bostock  Strqgt,  and  Grenville  Street 
North. 

Newsham  Street.  Its  courts  have  privies  and  middens  at  their 
entrances,  but  otherwise  they  are,  with  the  exception  of  courts 
Nos.  11,  13,  15,  and  17,  tolerably  open  at  their  ends.  No.  17 
court  is  one  of  the  eighteen  courts  of  the  borough  where  fever 
was  very  fatal,  but,  as  previously  mentioned,  it  cannot  be  ranked 
among  the  category  of  “ worst  courts.”  It  seemed  to  the  medical 
officer  that  the  proper  plan  of  dealing  with  it  and  the  three  other 
contiguous  courts,  viz.,  11,  13,  and  15,  would  be  to  demolish  the 
privies  at  the  entrances,  and  to  convert  the  privies  and  middens 
at  the  ends  into  trough  water  closets,  allowing  no  refuse  or 
garbage  whatever  to  accumidate  in  the  place.  But  this  method  of 
alteration, 'by  simply  converting  the  privies  of  courts  into  trough 
water  closets,  will  be  referred  to  more  at  large  in  a subsequent 
part  of  this  report.  The  courts  on  the  south  side  of  Newsham 
Street  are  not  only  open  at  their  ends,  but  have  the  advantage 
of  the  airy  space  of  St.  Anthony’s  Churchyard  in  their  immediate 
contiguity.  The  street  itself  is  wide,  runs  east  and  west,  and 
admits  of  thorough  circulation  of  air,  but  it  possesses  the  great 
sanitary  disadvantage  of  extensive  cellar  occupation. 
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Bostock  Street  has  no  courts  whatever  on  its  south  side  ; those 
on  its  north  are  narrow  at  their  entrances,  but  tolerably  free  and 
open  at  their  ends,  and  seldom  contain  more  than  four  houses 
each.  The  street  itself  is  wide,  running  east  and  west,  but,  like 
Newsham  Street,  it  suffers  from  numerous  inhabited  cellars. 
The  Medical  Officer  has  not  thought  it  proper  to  suggest  any 
structural  alteration  in  either  of  these  streets. 

Grenville  Street  gives  two  courts  (Nos.  2 and  4)  to  the  pre- 
sentment but  otherwise  there  will  be  no  interference,  as  the 
others,  though  generally  narrowed  by  privies  at  their  entrances, 
are  open  at  their  ends.  There  are  many  inhabited  cellars  in' 
this  street. 

All  the  above  streets  lie  east  and  west  between  the  large 
thoroughfares  of  Scotland  Road  and  Great  Homer  Street,  and, 
though  situated  in  a valley,  admit  of  free  and  thorough  circulation 
of  air.  Indeed,  so  far  as  could  reasonably  be  predicted  from  their 
natural  position  and  freedom  from  surrounding  and  extraneous 
nuisances,  they  are  to  be  considered  as  favourably  placed  in 
respect  of  the  physical  requirements  of  salubrity.  It  is  different 
with  some  other  streets  which  will  now  engage  our  attention  and 
which  stand  equally  high  on  the  death  register  of  fever,  viz.,  Back 
Portland  Street,  Hornby  Street,  Blenheim  Street,  Burlington 
Street,  and  Naylor  Street,  all  of  which,  branching  off  at  right 
angles  from  Yauxhall  Road,  are  subjected,  with  more  or  less 
intensity,  to  the  direct  influence  of  the  emanations,  vapours,  and 
gases  from  the  numerous  manufactories,  midden  heaps,  bone 
boiling  and  patent  manure  works,  which  occupy  the  Pumpfields 
and  the  space  of  ground  on  the  east  side  of  the  canal. 

Back  Portland  Street.  The  mortality  from  fever  in  this  street 
was  only  second  to  that  of  Kcw  Street,  to  which  it  also  presents 
the  similarity  of  the  greater  proportion  of  deaths  having  occurred 
in  front  houses.  The  architectural  construction  of  the  street  is 
bad;  it  is  inconveniently  narrow,  and  the  houses  on  its  north 
side  have  been  erected  on  an  insufficient  area  and  on  what  was 
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probably  intended  originally  to  have  been  part  of  the  back  yards 
of  Portland  Street,  while  its  south  side  is  polluted  by  the  open 
privies  of  the  courts  in  Burlington  Street.  The  Medical  Officer, 
after  having  surveyed  this  locality  very  carefully,  has  included  it 
in  his  presentment,  and  has  suggested  that  the  sculleries  and 
other  out-buildings,  with  all  the  privies,  and  cesspools,  which 
crowd  the  space  between  the  houses  of  Portland  Street  and  Back 
Portland  Street  should  be  demolished,  and  thus  a free  ventilation 
and  the  possibility  of  cleanliness  secured  to  the  inhabitants. 
The  nature  and  extent  of  the  alterations  will  be  readily  under- 
stood on  reference  to  the  plans  placed  on  the  table. 

Hornby  Street  is  wide,  its  courts  open,  airy,  and  clean ; yet  it 
not  only  stood  very  high  in  the  last  year’s  death  list  of  fever,  but 
has  for  years  past — indeed,  ever  since  the  cholera  epidemic 
— been  notorious  as  the  chief  seat  of  “infantile  diarrhoea” — a 
disease  even  more  dependent  than  enteric  fever  on  filth  emana- 
tions. It  was  also  during  the  whole  of  this  period  injuriously 
characterized  by  its  numerous  tunnel  middens,  and  middens 
situate  inside  houses.  These  either  have  been  removed  or  are  in 
process  of  removal,  and  therefore  it  may  reasonably  be  hoped 
that  the  summer  will  show  a general  improvement  of  health,  and 
an  abatement  of  bowel  complaints  in  this  locality.  At  the  same 
time  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  other  streets  in  this 
neighbourhood,,  viz.,  Burlington  Street,  Bond  Street,  Eldon  Street, 
Portland  Street,  and  Ford  Street,  are  also  the  constant  habitats  of 
infantile  diarrhoea ; nor  that  (besides  those  previously  mentioned 
in  this  section  of  the  report)  Leeds  Street,  Oriel  Street,  Chisenhale 
Street,  Paul  Street,  Vauxhall  Eoad,  and  Iiaymond  Street,  are  very 
high  on  the  fever  register,  while  all  of  them  are  either  opposite  to 
or  within  the  direct  influence  of  the  emanations  from  the  ground 
on  the  east  side  of  the  canal.  This  looks  so  much  like  cause  and 
effect  as  to  suggest  that  much  of  their  sickliness  may  be^due  to  an 
evil  common  to  them  all.  The  health  committee  have  ordered  a 
phosphatic  manure  works  in  this  quarter  to  be  closed,  and 
the  council  have  obtained  parliamentary  powers  to  enable 
them  to  abate  as  much  as  possible  the  nuisances  which  may  have 
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arisen  from  the  Burlington  and  Philip  Street  wharves.  But  this 
space  of  ground  on  the  east  side  of  the  canal  has,  by  a custom 
almost  prescriptive,  been  appropriated,  in  the  want  of  accommo- 
dation otherwise,  to  the  use  of  factories  and  trades  which  are 
offensive,  while  the  neighbourhood  has  in  the  meantime  become 
one  of  the  most  crowded  in  the  borough.  The  necessity  is, 
therefore,  proportionately  urgent  for  some  plan  which  may, 
without  any  injustice  to  the  traders,  enable  the  authorities  to 
require  the  removal  from  this  locality  of  many  existing  greivous 
nuisances,  which  have  not  even  the  counterbalancing  benefit  of 
giving  wages  and  occupation  to  numerous  labourers. 

Blenheim  Street  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  Limekiln  Lane, 
that  on  the  west  wherein  stands  St.  Martin’s  Church  is  open  and 
unbuilt  upon  on  its  south  side.  The  courts  of  the  north  side  in 
this  division  are  narrowed  at  their  entrance  by  privies  which, 
communicating  directly  with  the  interior  of  the  front  houses,  have 
been  ordered  by  the  Health  Committee  to  be  converted  into  water 
closets  ; the  ends  of  these  courts  are  tolerably  open.  That  part 
of  Blenheim  Street  which  is  on  the  east  side  of  Limekiln  Lane 
and  runs  parallel  with  Wright  Street,  is  narrow,  dirty  and  over- 
crowded. It’s  court  Ho.  17  is  among  the  list  of  those  most  fatal 
in  fever  and  the  Medical  Officer  has  included  in  his  presentment 
three  others  (Nos.  15,  19,  and  21)  not  only  on  account  of  their 
intrinsic  badness  but  also  thereby  to  improve  three  bad  courts  in 
Wright  Street  North  which  has  long  been  proverbial  for  squalid 
filthiness. 

Burlington  Street.  It’s  courts  are  generally  open  and  of  good 
width,  with  the  exception  of  a few  on  the  north  side  near  Vaux- 
hall  Eoad  which  are  not  only  narrow  but  have  middens  abutting 
on  the  pathway  of  Back  Portland  Street.  The  evil  of  this  con- 
struction will  be  referred  to  in  another  section  of  the  report. 

The  presentment  will  include  two  courts  in  Naylor  Street,  two 
of  Combermere  Street,  one  of  Collingwood  Street,  and  one  of 
Upper  Frederick  Street. 
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There  are  few  places  in  the  borough  which  have  been  more 
frequently  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  filth  and  squalid  wretchedness  than  Albert  Street  and  Mann 
Street,  Toxteth  Park,  and  therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that  they 
both  stand  very  high  not  only  in  the  register  of  fever  but  also  of 
infantile  diarrhoea.  The  Medical  Officer  in  his  first  presentment 
took  steps  to  improve  Bobert  Street  which  is  situated  almost  as 
a cul  clc  sac,  in  immediate  contiguity  to  the  worst  portion  of  Mann 
Street.  The  alterations  then  recommended  were  so  far  tentative, 
that  it  appears  desirable  to  obtain  results  before  a larger  expen- 
diture of  the  funds  is  appropriated  to  the  district,  the  more 
especially  as  the  courts  of  Mann  Street,  which  are  very  numerous, 
are  for  the  most  part  open,  and  owe  their  unliealthiuess  to  the 
position  of  the  privies,  which  may  probably  be  corrected  without 
having  recourse  to  the  alteration  or  demolition  of  houses,  or  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  under  which  the  presentment  is  made. 
It  is  different  with  Albert  Street,  Toxteth  Park,  and  therefore 
the  Medical  Officer  will  recommend  that  the  sculleries,  which 
narrow  its  courts  on  the  west  side,  be  removed,  and  that  the  privies 
and  middens  separating  the  courts  on  its  east  side  from  those  of 
Ashley  Street  be  demolished,  and  trough  water-closets  so  con- 
tracted as  not  to  impede  the  free  circidation  of  air  between  these 
several  courts.  The  nature  of  these  alterations  will  be  easily 
understood  by  a reference  to  the  plans  on  the  table. 

There  exists  in  the  centre  of  the  town  a collection  of  streets 
not  only  unfavourably  situated  in  a low-lying  district,  but  also 
very  crowded,  very  dirty,  and  very  unhealthy.  The  locality 
may  be  roughly  defined  as  extending  from  the  north  side  of 
Dale  Street  to  Addison  Street  and  Sawneypope  Street;  being 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Byrom  Street,  and  on  the  west  by 
Marybone  and  Johnson  Street.  It  is  part  of  that  mass  of 
overcrowded  streets  and  courts  which  Dr.  Duncan,  in  his  paper 
on  the  physical  causes  of  the  high  rate  of  mortality,  described  as 
containing  “ inhabitants  packed  together  in  the  ratio  of  657,963 
to  the  geographical  square  mile,  being  nearly  2|  times  the  maxi- 
mum density  of  London  as  stated  by  Dr.  Parr.”  A certain  degree 
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of  improvement  lias  since  taken  place  in  this  district  by  the  clos- 
ing of  cellars  and  alterations  in  buildings,  but  much  of  the  old 
evil  still  remains  to  make  it  a sanitary  opprobrium  to  the  borough, 
and  therefore,  without  pretending  to  have  been  able  to  determine 
which  are  its  dirtiest,  filthiest,  most  squalid  places,  the  medical 
officer  has  selected,  for  presentment,  courts  in  Acllington,  Bisp- 
liam,  Henry  Edward,  Lace,  Fontenoy,  and  Standisli  .streets.  He 
suggests  that  by  removing  a line  of  small  houses  situate  between 
the  courts  of  Henry  Edward  and  Bispliam  streets,  and  one  small 
house  each  in  Fontenoy  and  Standisli  Street,  a free  open  space 
sufficient  for  ventilation  and  cleanliness,  and  for  the  erection  of 
proper  trough  water-closets  and  other  conveniences,  may  be 
secured ; also  that,  by  the  same  method  of  demolition  and  recon- 
struction, the  space  between  the  crowded  courts  of  Adlington 
and  Henry  Edward  Streets  may  be  made  available  for  health.  The 
alterations  recommended  between  Lace  and  Adlington  Streets 
are  on  the  same  principle,  but  do  not  reqiure  to  be  so  extensive. 
The  nature  and  extent  of  the  presentment  will  be  readily  seen  by 
the  red  lines  on  the  plan. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  contents  of  the  present- 
ment : — It  will,  besides  the  thirteen  separate  courts  before 
adverted  to,  embrace  alterations  in  twenty-three  courts  between 
Lace  Street  and  Adlington  Street,  in  twenty-four  courts  between 
Adlington  and  Henry  Edward  Streets,  in  twenty-one  courts  be- 
tween Henry  Edward  Street  and  Bispham  Street,  in  seven  courts 
of  Ashley  Street,  in  seventeen  courts  of  Albert  Street,  in  one 
court  of  Warwick  Street,  and  in  ten  passages  between  Portland 
and  Back  Portland  Streets. 

In  every  scheme  for  improving  the  habitations  of  the  working- 
classes  of  Liverpool,  the  removal  of  middens  and  cesspools,  as 
sources  of  disgusting  and  hurtful  nuisance,  must  ever  occupy  a 
very  prominent  place.  Indeed,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  prove 
that  unhealthiness  is  more  dependent  on  the*  emanations  from 
such  receptacles  of  filth  than  on  the  mere  position  of  the  houses 
themselves  ; thus,  for  example,  we  shall  find  a court,  like  that  of 
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No.  1,  Marybone,  having  the  worst  characteristics  of  close  and 
confined — its  entrance,  a dark  covered  passage  3 feet  4 inches  in 
width  and  66  feet  in  length ; its  area,  a mere  well,  161  feet 
superficies,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  houses — yet,  because  of  the 
absence  of  the  midden,  and  the  substitution  of  the  water  closet, 
converted  into  a cleanly,  inodorous,  and  comparatively  healthy 
place.  Some  members  of  the  Committee  may  remember  the 
Medical  Officer  having  called  attention  to  this  court  before  visiting 
those  streets  which  are  situate  in  its  neighbourhood.  The  con- 
trast was  remarkable ; courts  were  that  day  seen  of  a construction 
sufficiently  open  and  free,  yet  so  poisoned  by  the  effluvia  of 
privies,  that  the  wonder  would  indeed  be  great  if  the  wretched 
inhabitants  were  otherwise  than  sickly  and  demoralised.  Again, 
of  courts  and  streets  wherein  fever  has  most  prevailed  there  is 
one  feature  common  to  them  all,  viz.,  the  existence  of  noisome 
privies  in  near  proximity  to  inhabited  apartments ; and  of  the 
remedies  for  the  correction  of  the  sanitary  defects  of  such  courts, 
the  most  universally  applicable,  and  in  many  cases  not  the  least 
effectual,  is  the  total  removal  of  cesspools.  In  reference  to  the 
four  courts  of  Newsham  Street  and  to  the  courts  of  Mann  Street, 
it  has  been  mentioned  as  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  that 
the  mere  conversion  of  privies  into  trough  Avater  closets  would 
meet  all  the  necessities  of  the  cases  as  respects  improved  salubrity ; 
and  the  question  to  be  decided  by  the  Committee  is,  by  what 
action  is  this  to  be  effected — by  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary 
Act  of  1846,  or  by  those  of  the  Sanitary  Amendment  Act  of  1864 ; 
in  other  Avords,  by  medical  certificate  at  the  cost  of  oAvners,  or  by 
medical  presentment  at  the  cost  of  the  public?  When,  in 
November,  1863,  his  report  “ On  the  defects  in  the  present 
midden  system,  and  on  impro\rements  required,”  was  laid  before 
the  Health  Committee,  there  existed  only  the  one  mode  of  dealing 
Avith  such  nuisances — viz.,  by  means  of  his  certificate.  The 
Medical  Officer  then  ventured  to  express  a hope  that,  before  that 
was  adopted,  an  arrangement  might  be  made  for  local  scavengers 
to  superintend  the  working  of  the  proposed  system  of  out-door  • 
trough  Avater  closets.  He  thought  this  necessary  to  insure  the 
success  of  the  plan,  and  also  as  a guarantee  to  the  cottage  owners 
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that  their  property,  after  the  expense  incurred,  would  be  as  far  as 
possible  protected.  There  is  now  no  reasonable  ground  for 
further  delay  on  this  account,  since  the  redistribution  of  the 
sanitary  staff,  as  lately  ordered  by  the  Council,  would  seem  equal 
to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  such  surveillance.  He  therefore 
respectfully  asks  that,  unless  the  Committee  consider  that  the 
work  should  be  done  at  the  public  cost,  as  structural  alterations 
contemplated  by  the  Act  of  1864,  they  will  in  future  accept  his 
certificate  against  the  following  nuisances  prejudicial  to  health  : — 

Is/.  Privies  at  the  entrances  of  courts,  narrowing  such  entrances 
to  less  than  six  feet  in  width.  Examples  of  the  evils  of  such 
construction  are  numerous,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
illustrate  the  beneficial  effect  of  even  a partial  remedy  by  refer- 
ring to  No.  7 court  Birkett  Street,  where  one  privy  has  been  totally 
removed  and  the  other  converted  into  a trough  water  closet. 

2nd.  Privies  at  the  ends  of  courts,  and  situate  below  windows, 
or  within  three  feet  of  the  walls  of  houses.  It  is  impossible  to 
exaggerate  the  extent  of  mischief  occasioned  by  such  nuisances  ; 
but  again  the  example  of  the  success  of  the  trough  water  closet, 
in  3 court  Hotham  Street,  shows  the  efficiency  of  the  remedy, 
under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances,  of  a dirty,  low,  and  , 
demoralised  neighbourhood. 

3rd.  Privies  at  the  sides  of  courts,  and  either  resting  on  the 
walls  of  houses,  or  being  within  two  feet  of  the  walls  of  inhabited 
apartments.  Examples  are  to  be  seen  in  Charters  Street  and 
Gascoyne  Street. 

4th.  Middens  abutting  on,  or  opening  into  streets  and  tho- 
roughfares, of  a width  of  not  more  twenty  feet,  where  there  are 
front  houses,  as  in  Back  Portland  Street,  Green  Street,  and 
Ellison  Street.  Here  the  annoyance  is  increased  by  the  middens 
being  emptied  before  the  front  doors  and  windows  of  houses 
unconnected  with  the  privies. 

oth.  Privies  of  private  houses  in  close  confined  yards,  and 
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situate  beneath  windows,  or  abutting  on  the  walls  of  houses,  or 
within  a foot  of  the  wall  of  an  inhabited  apartment.  Many  such 
examples  will  be  found  in  the  residences  of  the  better  ranks, 
but  a good  example  is  seen  in  Woolfe  Street,  Toxteth  Park, 
the  privies  of  which  are  crowded  in  juxtaposition  to  the  houses 
of  Henderson  Street. 

6 th  .Privies  of  many  houses  collected  together,  as  is  seen 
between  Prudhoe,  Ilford,  Gildart,  and  Audley  Streets. 

7th.  Privies  of  front  houses  facing  the  houses  of  one  side  of  a 
court,  and  emptied  through  such  court ; the  width  of  the  court 
not  exceeding  fifteen  feet.  Such  courts  are  seen  in  Back 
Bridport  Street.  If  the  court  be  fifteen  feet  wide,  then  the 
privies  may  be  separated  from  the  court  by  a passage  and  wall, 
as  is  seen  in  Mona  Terrace,  Great  Homer  Street. 

W.  TRENCH. 


